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Campus grieves student
after fatal accident
BY CRYSTAL POLLOCK
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
During spring break, sophomore Phillip Schrum was hit by
a minivan and died while
avoiding an attacking dog.
Nine men from second west
Wengatz and Schrum’s brother,
Luther, went camping over the
break in the Outer Banks near
Schrum’s home in North
Carolina. After the week, seven
of the men traveled to other
locations while Schrum and a
friend remained at his home
before the break ended.
Schrum was running on
Saturday when he crossed the
path of a dog attempting to
attack. He was hit by the van
when he stepped into the street.
Schrum sustained injuries to
the head and was rushed to the
hospital. He fell into a coma

and died 10 hours later at 1:45
a.m. in the hospital where he
was being treated.
When his mother arrived on
the accident scene, she comforted and prayed for the minivan driver.
“[Mrs. Schrum] is an amazingly strong woman of God,”
said a member of second west.
Approximately 23 men from
his wing, along with campus
pastor Randy Gruendyke, Vice
President for Student Affairs
Wynn Lembright and Wengatz
hall director Steve Morely
left campus Monday and traveled to High Point for
Schrum’s funeral.
While there, they spent time
with Schrum’s family.
Close friends, family and
Taylor students who knew
Schrum personally attended a
small traditional memorial

service for him.
They also attended a celebration service open to others
in the community. During this
time, family and friends shared
their memories of Schrum’s
godly qualities and also listen
to and sang some of his favorite
worship songs.
The celebration service’s
bulletin held verses as well as
excerpts from notes Schrum
composed. In one note he
wrote, “The whole world rests
on [God’s] shoulders and [he]
controls all that is in it.”
At the celebration service,
Schrum’s mother shared the
gospel message and four people committed their lives to
Christ during an altar call.
“She made an appeal for
Phil’s death to be encouragement for others to, as she put it,
See ‘SCHRUM’ page 2
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Sophomore Phillip Schrum was a
member of second west Wengatz.
He was originally from North
Carolina. A memorial service will be
held for him Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Rediger Auditorium.

NSLC sparks a
‘Chain Reaction’
BY CHRISTIANNA LUY
STAFF WRITER
It is explosive when leaders
learn how to take their Godgiven gifts and use them
to build his kingdom. This
year’s
National
Student
Leadership Conference portrays those ideals with its
theme, “Chain Reaction.”
“When the love of Christ is
combined with the culture
around us, something will happen,” said Mike Hammond,
director of leadership development. “So the chain reaction is
the result of living out our faith
in a manner that responds with
love to the world around us.”
Taylor started hosting the
NSLC exclusively for college
students in 1981. Over the past
28 years, governors, senators,
Presidents of Youth for Christ
and World Vision have graced
the chapel stage. The 16-member NSLC cabinet presently
has speakers planned five years
in advance to guarantee the
finest speakers.
This year, 60 students are
expected from schools such as
Wheaton, Cedarville, Asbury,
Cornerstone, Trinity and Indiana
Wesleyan. Approximately 210

Taylor students are also registered.
“People talk about ‘the bubble’ here. You can escape that
bubble, broaden your horizons,
expand your thinking and be
further challenged when you
make an effort to talk to people
who are not included in the
Taylor circle,” said Jill
Hamilton, leadership development cabinet member. “I think
a Taylor student misses out on
a lot of what this conference
offers if they don’t engage in at
least one quality conversation
with one of our speakers or visiting students.”
Andy Crouch is the keynote
speaker for the weekend. He is
currently a columnist for
Christianity Today. Through
his four addresses he will help
students redefine culture, recognize culture and learn how to
make Christianity a central part
of culture. Crouch also currently has a book underway regarding these topics.
Timothy Botts is a progressions calligrapher. He is
currently
working
with
Masterpiece Ministries which
is an outreach to high school
students in the arts. He will be
See ‘NSLC’ page 2

Bill Gates is not
sharing his fortune
E-mail hoaxes
spread throughout
campus inboxes
BY ASHLEY SMITH
NEWS EDITOR
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Students stood up in chapel Wednesday to show the percentage of children orphaned by AIDS in Africa by the year 2007. The number of shirts on campus today shows what the numbers will be in 2010.

Students raise AIDS awareness

BY TAMARA SHAYA
CONTRIBUTOR
According to a 2004 article
by UNAIDS, The joint
United Nations programme on
HIV/AIDS, there are over 37
million people living with
HIV/AIDS. Taylor students were
troubled by this number and
decided to make a difference.
During this week, volunteers
wore orange T-shirts that read
“Orphan” to demonstrate how
many children are or will be
orphaned by AIDS.
Future student body presi-

dent Matt Mancinelli was one
of many students who helped
launch the orange T-shirt campaign. This is one project the
Acting on AIDS cabinet
planned to educate students
about the disease.
“One out of every 20 children in Africa was an AIDS
orphan in 2003, so one out of
every 20 Taylor student wore
an orphan shirt,” Mancinelli
said. “The number increased
throughout the week until one
of every 10 students wore a
shirt, because in 2010, one of
every 10 children in Africa will

be an orphan if nothing major
is done.”
Many students learned of the
severity of AIDS at Wheaton
College’s AIDS Summit in
February. Acting on AIDS, an
organization founded by students at Seattle Pacific
University, sponsored the
event.
After returning from Wheaton
College’s AIDS Summit, students decided to create an
Acting on Aids group on
Taylor’s campus.
World Christian Fellowship
Co-Director Margie Davis says

there are several tangible ways
students can get involved in the
fight against AIDS. Next week,
AIDS forums begin in the
dorms, and sponsorships packets for those who want to support a child affected by AIDS
will become available.
Although there are many
ways to make a difference,
Davis said prayer is the biggest
weapon college students have
right now.
“Sundays, after Vespers, a
group prays for this campus
See ‘AIDS’ page 2

The Internet is a powerful
medium. It brings thousands of
bytes of information to your
fingertips with the click of a
button. However, not all the
information is worthwhile.
Forwards have become a
popular e-mail format in the
last 10 years. They range in
variety from receiving free gift
cards to changing your luck if
you forward the message to 10
people, to the most recent email traveling around the
Internet saying Bill Gates is
sharing his fortune.
All of these e-mails are
Internet hoaxes infesting millions of computers around the
world every year.
According to hoax-slayer.com,
“‘The Money from Microsoft
giveaway’ hoax is one of the
most prevalent e-mail hoaxes
on the Internet.”
The e-mail states that a person is paid according to the
number of people to whom
they forward it. Microsoft then
supposedly keeps track of the
numbers with an e-mail tracking system.
The tracking system is a
method in which people, in this
case Bill Gates, can track the

movements of an e-mail.
However, as technology stands
today, there is no such tracking
device.
“The only way to ‘track’ such
an e-mail would be to embed
some sort of hidden code in the
e-mail. [T]racking an e-mail in
the way described would raise
all sorts of privacy issues,”
according to hoax-slayer.com.
The e-mail further encourages the reader to send the
message by giving proof of
success stories such as their
brother's girlfriend receiving a
$4,324.44 check in the mail.
The e-mail ends by telling
recipients to send it on to
friends by saying, “Try it; what
have you got to lose????”
“I’ve found with forwards
that every single time it says I
should pass it on to my friends
and family, it ends up being a
hoax,” said Jeff Cramer, professor of computer science.
Hoaxes can be spotted by taking the first line of the e-mail
and pasting into a search
engine such as Google or
Yahoo! which provides links to
prove that the e-mail is false,
Cramer said.
“Before forwarding an email, asks yourself these questions: Does the e-mail ask you
to send it to a lot of other people? Does the e-mail fail to
provide confirmation sources?
Is the language used overly
emotive or highly technical? A
‘yes’ answer to one or more of
See ‘HOAX’ page 2

Korean Explosion exhibits cultural diversity Saturday
BY ERIK KIELISCH
CONTRIBUTOR
Koreans are not Chinese.
That is what Taylor's Asian
Awareness Association and
African Hispanic Asian Native
American group are going to
prove while hosting “Korean
Explosion” Saturday at 8:15
p.m. in Rediger Auditorium.
An ignorance of different
Asian cultures prompted
Friday’s events.
“One of the pitfalls of focusing on international cultures is
that everything is Chineseified,” said senior Dan Conner,
AAA vice president and co-

News

host of the evening. “People
don’t realize there are many
diverse [Asian] cultures … you
wouldn’t talk to someone
from Sri Lanka and assume
they were the same as a
Korean,” he said.
Asian awareness at Taylor is
gaining momentum since AAA
hosted last year’s Beijing
Opera performance.
Following on the heels of its
success, AAA’s cabinet has
been planning this event
since the beginning of the fall
semester.
With the massive growth and
influence of the Korean Church
and the current border tensions,
AAA felt that it was time

to highlight this influential
country.
Senior Mike Lin, AAA president, is eager to expose Taylor
to different cultures but his
greatest hurdle is that many
students aren’t interested in
different cultures.
“People point their finger at
the Midwest and accuse them
of ignorance,” Lin said. “We’re
trying to give them an opportunity to learn by teaching with
entertainment instead of sitting
them down with a book.”
Conner echoes that idea.
“I hope that students will be
entertained but also realize
the
value
of
another
culture through its art forms,”

Conner said.
Some of Korea’s essential
classical art forms headline the
event with demonstrations
from Tae Kwon Do experts and
Korean drum players as well as
a traditional children’s fan
dance. The night will also feature a Korean fashion show and
the performance of a Korean
folk song.
The ancient and spiritual art
of Tae Kwon Do is now
Korea’s national sport, but it is
still considered “new culture”
compared to the “old culture”
Korean drums.
Drumming is a staple art
form of the culture.
“We got it because it’s plain

exciting; it’s unique and fun,”
Conner said.
The Tae Kwon Do demonstration will be performed by
local Tae Kwon Do students
from Gas City, Muncie and
Anderson. David Revis, an
accomplished black belt, will
introduce the demonstration
and expound on its historical
background.
Of all the demonstrations,
Lin said that the children’s fan
dance is the most common
classical art and will be performed by local young girls of
Korean heritage.
At the fashion s how, traditional dress will be modeled by
thirty Taylor students.

Also, Dr. Chin Chang and
members of the Korean church
he attends will perform a
gospel folk song.
Conner hopes that by the
night’s end students will have a
larger view of Asia.
Next year, AAA is planning
to highlight a different Asian
country to emphasize its
diversity.
“This is a really big world
with many people with a lot of
passions,” Conner said. “If we
are to impact the world, understanding the cultural arts is a
necessary step to impacting
the culture.”
Tickets are available for $3
in the DC or at the door.
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STEP grant fuels
professors’ research
BY CRYSTAL POLLOCK
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Taylor’s Center for Research
and Innovation awarded congratulated the first STEP grants
at a reception in the Zondervan
Library galleria on Wednesday
afternoon.
The awardees are all Taylor
professors who created proposals for research projects
they could begin with
adequate funding.
The STEP grants are the most
internal funding ever provided
by Taylor to help faculty begin
research. Each award winner
receives $17,000 for their project. This money was obtained
through a Lily grant the
University received.
Eight professors from various
fields submitted proposals to
CR&I. Assistant director Adam
Bennett said the committee
chose the four awardees based
on the way the plans met criteria such as the potential to
make a step toward world class
research, the impact on
Taylor’s reputation in research
and potential to amplify the
God-given talents and passions
of students.
“They all did a great job,”
Bennett said.
Three of the projects chosen
deal with scientific topics,
while one has a humanities
focus.
Bennett said many times
when professors begin teaching, they may not have time for
research. CR&I created the
STEP grant to help them

SCHRUM
from page 1
‘get on with Jesus,’ Gruendyke
said. “Mrs. Schrum’s challenge
was powerful and sobering.”
People across the United
States sent online condolences
to the family through the funeral home’s Web site, obit.memorialobituaries.com.
On the Web site, Kevin
Lundy from High Point, N.C.
wrote “If I gained one thing
from this event, it is the knowledge of how greatly he loved
Jesus and how greatly Jesus
loves all of us.”
Men of second west echoed
his claim, hoping Christ will be

become up-to-date as they ease
back into research and give students experience working with
faculty members.
Approximately 25 students
will help professors with these
and other research projects
over the summer.
“The professors here aren’t
doing research for research’s
sake. It’s to help the student,”
Bennett said. Many universities
do not give students opportunities for research until graduate
school.
Dr. Stefan Brandle, computer science professor, created
a proposal for research entitled
“Automating Data Structures
Lab Assessment.” He will
explore the possibility of creating a computer program
to judge other student-created
computer programs. This
would be helpful in cases such
as grading computer science
labs. Instead of making the
student wait for a grade,
they would receive feedback
immediately.
Chemistry professor Dr.
Dan Hammond proposed
“Monitoring CO2 Fixation
Using
Ion
Trap
Mass
Spectrometry.”
Hammond
plans to research how bacteria
survive in hostile environments
such as those in caves where
volcanic gases also exist. Some
bacteria undergo chemical
processes to adapt to the environment by changing carbon
dioxide into carbohydrates.
Hammond’s study could be
useful for other environmental
studies in the future, researching better ways humans can
work with carbon dioxide.

Biology professors Dr. Jan
Reber and Jeff Regier will
research “The Phenotypic
Relationship to Genotype in
the Eastern Box Turtle
Terrapene Carolina.” Dr. Reber
is very interested in endangered animals and owns some
of the turtles as pets. Some
observers easily confuse different turtle species. The professors’ project will explore ways
to better track theses endangered turtles using their toe nail
clippings to examine their
DNA. This would be a much
more animal-friendly way to
obtain DNA as opposed to taking blood samples.
Dr. Steve Hoffman, political
science professor, and Dr.
Richard Squiers, environmental science professor,
proposed researching “Cultural
Iconography, Civil Society
and Public Policy: A case study
of the environmental politics of
‘Green Space’ in Petrozavodsk
Russia. After being a communist country for so long, Russia
is now a democracy with new
freedoms. The professors
believe residents need help
setting up new policies, including policies regarding the
environment. The project
would monitor one community’s growth and encourage
them to become more environmentally conscious.
June 1 is the professors’ official project start date. Bennett
said most of the projects will
take two or more years to complete. In addition to the step
grants, CR&I hopes professors
will apply for external grants
after their preliminary research.

honored through Schrum’s
story.
“He was genuine and had a
passion to love God and really
love other people,” one man
from second west said.
Sophomore David Ridenour
camped with Schrum over the
break. He recalled the way
Schrum woke up before the
men left for Taylor to cook
them breakfast.
“It epitomized Phil … how
he wanted us to be comfortable
through this act of servanthood,” Ridenour said.
During his freshman year,
Schrum volunteered with the
one-on-one and young life programs. He attended the Irish
studies program last fall semester and planned to be a PA on

second west next year.
The family requested that
memorials be made to Camp
Lurecrest Ministries P.O. Box
690459, Charlotte, N.C. 28227.
Schrum worked as a counselor
and led worship there the last
few years.
There will be a memorial
service in Schrum’s honor in
Rediger Chapel on Tuesday,
April 12 at 6:30 p.m. with a
reception to follow in the
lobby. Those who attend the
memorial service will sign a
guest book for the family and
will have the chance to greet
members of the Schrum family.
Cards can also be sent to
The Schrum family, 1016
Shamrock Rd., High Point,
N.C. 27265-1365.

Speaker gives challenge to students
BY ANDERS HELQUIST
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
On Thursday AHANA hosted Dwight Knight, the executive director of Challenge
Ministries, for an evening lecture in Nussbaum. He asked
students to challenge the
secular culture and explain
how Christianity is relevant
for today.
“We’re losing the truth of the
gospel because we’re not making it relevant,” Knight said.
“If we cannot be relevant,
we need to get into another
business.”
Knight encouraged students
to study the Bible and use the
Holy Spirit as the guide
for
conversations
about
Christianity.
“He challenges you and
makes you question things but
gives you practical ways to live
out those challenges,” said
sophomore Kyle Lantz. “I
heard him the first time he was
here. He is obviously led by the
Holy Spirit when he speaks.”
“He was definitely challenging,” said junior Joe Manier.

AIDS
from page 1
and the world, and more
recently AIDS, in the Stuart
room,” she said. “Everyone is
welcome.”
Acting on AIDS cabinet
member Kari Barrows is helping organize a spring clean-up,
which gives students a tangible
opportunity to feel like they are
doing something about AIDS.

News
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Dwight Knight, executive director of Challenge Ministries, presented a lecture
Thursday on secular culture and Christianity’s relevance in today’s culture.

In a question and answer
session after the lecture, Knight
addressed issues relating to the
mega-church boom in modern
Christianity.
“With church, you go. The
church in the first century was
never in a fixed place,” Knight
said. “I’m against the megachurch mentality because it
huddles [Christians together].”
Challenge Ministries is based
out of Detroit, Mich. Its pri-

mary purpose is discipleship
for Christians.
Knight regularly lectures and
debates with secular humanists,
atheists and agnostics at secular colleges throughout the
country. He primarily displays
the relevance of Christianity
in today’s post-postmodern
culture.
For more information on
Knight and his ministry, go to
challenge-ministries.org.

“We have been given so
much and Satan has tricked us
into believing that we deserve
all this money or all these
clothes, but we don’t. We are
living in plenty and people
across the world are freezing
and starving to death,” Barrows
said. “So, I challenge the rest of
the student body to look
through your CDs, closets,
movies, video games and see if
there are things you can or
should live without.”
Barrows is not the only per-

son who wants students to sacrifice, Mancinelli prays Taylor
will donate $1 million dollars
to help fight AIDS before he
graduates in 2006.
“It’s not so much the institution of Taylor I want to donate,
but the people within Taylor. I
want every student to give sacrificially. I want people to get
an extra job this summer or
take a lot more hours simply to
give all the money away for
AIDS,” he said.
Junior Ela Rusu, is one of

Photo by Matt Wissman

Junior Joanna LaForge discusses next year’s Run-Me CDs with TJ Higley, IT’s desktop services manager.

Student presents IT
knowledge at symposium
BY ROB KOLUCH
STAFF WRITER
Joanna LaForge, a junior
computer science major was
recently awarded the SentiMerriman scholarship. This
scholarship will sponsor
her attendance at the ResNet
2005 Symposium at Georgia
Tech University in Atlanta
this summer.
At the symposium she will
tell college faculty members
from around the world
about the work she has done
at Taylor.
LaForge is looking forward
to sharing.
“I’m excited about the opportunity to go to the symposium
and present what I have
learned,” she said. “It will be a
great experience for me to be
able to go to a professional
conference and be a part of
this presentation.”
LaForge, who works as a student network engineer in the IT
department, will be a co-presenter on the topic “Managing
the Campus Manager.” She
worked as an intern in IT this

NSLC
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demonstrating ways to be a
representative of Christianity
through
artistic
venues.
Selections of his work are now
on display in the Zondervan
library near the periodicals.
Tim Goeglein is a special
assistant to the president and
deputy director of the White
House office of public liaison.
He was also scheduled to give
insights on leadership Friday
night. However, he had to cancel because he was asked to
accompany the president to the
Vatican for the funeral of Pope
John Paul II. Preparations are
being made for Goeglein to
come to campus sometime next
the fall.
Professors from Taylor and
other schools as well as a residence hall director from Fort
Wayne will lead workshops.
Other
faculty
members
will attend with their student
leaders.
“Rejuvenate” is a Saturday

past summer, working on the
campus manager registration
system.
In her presentation, she will
discuss the work that she has
done at Taylor with the campus
manager system. LaForge has
been instrumental in making
the system more secure.
“I am very proud of her,”
said Technology Services
Manager T.R. Knight, who
nominated LaForge for the
scholarship and will present
with her at the conference.
“The campus manager system
has been her project and we
would not have been able to do
it without her. The work that
she has done is indispensable.”
Every year, the SentiMerriman scholarship sponsors
up to two student staff members, allowing them to attend
the conference. Brandon
Enright from the University of
California at San Diego was
the other student selected
this year.
The ResNet Symposium is a
yearly conference at which
approximately 300 administrators and specialists assemble
from over 150 colleges and
universities both in the United
afternoon activity allowing students in similar leadership
positions share their experiences, frustrations and ideas.
This provides a great way
to talk with people from
other schools and Taylor DC’s
or DA’s.
“I hope that students from all
schools will be challenged to
think in new ways about the
culture they live in, how it
affects them personally and
how that in turn is helping or
detracting them from their ability to lead,” Hamilton said.
Even though the weekend
capacity is almost full, students
who still want to attend can
register for $12.00 in the TSO
office. This price does not
include meals.
“We pray that this conference
would call all in attendance to
holiness, obedience and a
greater awareness of God’s
calling in their lives,”
Hammond said.
Students who have registered
will need to check in and stop
by the chapel today to pick up
their conference packets.
Registration opens at 2 p.m.

Chain Reaction: Question and Answer Forum
Rehabilitate: Conflict, Communication and Community
Discipleship for Consistency
C. S. Lewis: Writer and Christian Leader
Making Connections with Your World
Gender and Sexuality in Everyday Life

Workshops

about 200 volunteers to wear
an “Orphan” shirt.
“I like wearing the shirt
because I get a chance to
inform people about AIDS,”
she said. “Although my knowledge is limited, I have been
able to learn more about AIDS
and share what I know
with others.”
Sophomore Laura Knosp
traveled to Zambia last summer
and wants to see Taylor do
something significant to combat AIDS.

“I would like to see Taylor, as
a community, perhaps adopt a
village in Africa or embark on a
larger-scale project that would
aid organizations that are currently using transformational
development to attack this
problem,” she said. “Maybe
it’s time to start sending
Lighthouse trips to the hardesthit countries [or establish] a
Taylor campus in Zimbabwe.”
If interested in joining Acting
on AIDS group, contact
wcf@taylor.edu.

States and abroad.
Many administrators attending are in charge of implementing and supporting residential
networks for their respective
schools. The conference seeks
to inform these administrators
about the various new technologies and programs available and give them a platform
to share what they have learned
and what they are doing with
their networks.
The conference puts a strong
emphasis on information-sharing through a series of presentations, panel discussions,
roundtable conversations and
simple, casual conversation.
Several companies take
advantage of the conference as
well, sending representatives to
market various technology
products.
The ResNet Symposium is
the only conference that deals
specifically with residential
networks within colleges or
universities.
“It’s an awesome opportunity,” LaForge said. “This conference will allow me to learn a
lot of new things from some
very smart and knowledgeable
people.”

HOAX
from page 1
the above questions, should
start some alarm bells ringing,”
Cramer said. “These indicators
do not offer conclusive
evidence that the e-mail is a
hoax, but they are certainly
enough to warrant further
investigation before you hit the
‘forward’ button.”
Sending forwards can also
result in other problems for
businesses or institutions.
“Forwards are annoying to
you and me, but to a business,
if too many of them start flooding inboxes because everyone
replies to everyone in their
address book, it can bring
down the e-mail server resulting in lost productivity and
money,” Cramer said.
Forwards travel the Internet
daily and can look appealing to
an uninformed recipient.
For more information on
Internet hoaxes visit hoax-slayer.com.

“Forwards are
annoying to you and
me ... ”
Jeff Cramer,
professor of
computer science
Congratulations to those
awarded offcampus housing!
Please come see us at
Casa Patricia Apartments
●One & Two bedroom

apartments

●On-site Laundry
●Central Air

●Range

& Refrigerator
furnished
Contact: Corrie Goshert
998-4408
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Taylor alumnus experiences ride of her life
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR
It started as a way to get her
students interested in non-fiction, but for Taylor graduate
Lisa Belcher, the Alaskan
Iditarod became more than just
a passing curiosity. On March
5, Belcher had the chance of a
lifetime when she participated
in the start of Iditarod 33, riding
on the sled of five-time winner
Rick Swenson.
Belcher is a 1992 graduate of
Taylor and the daughter of professors Philip and Janet Loy.
She teaches seventh grade literature at Oak Hill Junior High in
Converse, Ind. She wanted to
find an interesting hook for the
students to study non-fiction, so
she chose the Iditarod. Her
favorite author on the subject is
Gary Paulson, who wrote a
memoir
about
Iditarod,
Puppies, Dogs and Blue
Northers.
“I read a few books and found
out that it is a really neat topic,”
Belcher said.
Her own Iditarod experience began on Christmas
when Paulson called her,
announcing that he was her
Christmas present.
Belcher's husband, Michael,
bid in an online auction on a
spot in a sled for the start of
Iditarod. These "Idita-Riders"
participate in the first 11-and-ahalf miles of the race. Michael
had arranged for Belcher to ride
on Paulson's sled.
“I was, of course, thrilled,”
she said.
Unfortunately, Paulson had to
scratch from the race because
he did not have enough training
miles on his dogs. He did, however, invite Belcher to visit his

Photo provided by Lisa Belcher

Taylor graduate Lisa Belcher ‘92 sits in the sled at the start of Iditarod 33 on March 5. She was able to ride in the
sled of 5-time winner Rick Swenson as a result of a bid her husband made in an auction.

kennel and participate in a twohour training ride. The
Committee then arranged for
her to ride with Rick Swenson,
the participant in Iditarod who
has won the most times.
After arriving in Alaska,
Belcher was able to first visit
with Paulson at his kennel. She
sat in the sled and Paulson rode
on the back, with a team of nine
dogs leading the way.
“It was such a beautiful way
to see Alaska,” Belcher said. “I
forgot to take pictures.”
They rode about fourteen
miles, through frozen swamps,
down a river, up hills, through
woods, and past a mountain
range. The only sounds were
that of the runners on the snow
and the jingle of the harness.

“It was so peaceful,”she said.
According to her online journal, the temperatures were
considered warm in the upper
20s, so Paulson had to stop a
few times to allow the dogs to
eat some snow. They also
stopped for a picnic lunch
along the trail.
“The time with Gary Paulson
was the highlight of my trip,”
she said.
The excitement, however,
continued into the next day. On
the evening of March 4, there
was a banquet to allow fans to
mingle with the mushers. The
mushers also drew numbers
that gave their start order.
Swenson drew number 17,
which meant a start time of
10:35 a.m.

The next morning, the
Belchers arrived early to
observe preparations for the
race. The city of Anchorage had
been transformed, as the roads
that would be used for the race
were covered with snow. The
city collects snow all winter to
use for Iditarod.
“It was really funny,” Belcher
said. “There wasn't snow on
most of the streets.”
The Iditarod start in Anchorage
is actually a ceremonial start,
mostly intended for show and
the media. The next day, the race
is re-started in a different location and begins the actual
course.
Therefore,
the
Anchorage start is a more commercial experience, with thousands of spectators.

“It's like the Indy 500 for
Alaska,” Belcher said. “It is not
a private experience.”
Although the mushers were
more relaxed at the Anchorage
start, the dogs caught the enthusiasm of the crowd and were
ready to go. Belcher said that
the mushers all supported each
other and were willing to talk to
any of their fans.
“They seemed to be truly
happy,” she said. “It's different
from most other sports.”
The 11-and-a-half miles that
Belcher rode took about an
hour-and-a-half. Most of the
course was through downtown
Anchorage, including bike
and pedestrian trails. At one
point they went through
woods, but at another, she
could see a highway.
“Somebody is always in sight,
shouting
encouragement,”
Belcher said.
Swenson's fans even provided him with food, including a
Snickers, cookies and muffins.
Belcher was dressed in many
layers, including gear from
Eukanuba, one of Swenson's
sponsors. She was surprised by
the temperature, which was
around 40 degrees.
“I was very comfortable, if
not too warm,” she said. “It was
one of the warmest Iditarod
starts in history.”
Swenson was very businesslike and not extremely talkative.
However,
Belcher
enjoyed hearing him discuss
race strategy with his handler.
At the start, they only take 12
dogs, but for the actual race,
they can choose 16. Swenson
had to decide which four dogs
he would add to his team.
“He was thinking about the
race ahead,” Belcher said.

The next day, the Belchers
also attended the re-start in
Wasilla, Alaska. They were
able to watch the mushers
pack, feed their dogs, and discuss strategy.
Unfortunately, for Swenson,
the actual race was not a success. After participating in 29
starts of Iditarod, for the first
time, he had to scratch from the
race. He decided that his dogs
were too tired to finish.
Although Belcher feels badly
that both of her mushers had to
withdraw, she understands
Swenson's reasoning.
“They don't want anything
to happen to their animals,”
she said.
Overall, Belcher says that the
experience of being at Iditarod
was an incredible one.
“It's just breathtaking,” she
said. “You see the amazing
power of God's creation … and
the scale in Alaska is so grand.”
In fact, she and her husband
enjoyed their Alaska experience so much that they believe
that they may even live in the
state someday.
“[We] truly have the Alaska bug,”
she wrote in her online journal.
In the meantime, Belcher may
be back to Alaska to participate
in another Iditarod. Soon after
the race, she wrote to Gary
Paulson and offered to be a part
of his team next year. She is
even willing to be the "pooperscooper," if necessary.
But whether she goes back
next year or not, Belcher is
thankful for the one week
she spent in Alaska and the
many experiences she was
able to have.
“Being able to be there and
live a dream,” she said, “I don't
think the memory will fade.”

Taylor students reflect on
2004 Madrid bombing
BY ERIK KIELISCH
CONTRIBUTOR

Dr. Nancy Dayton
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR
1) What CD is in your car
stereo right now?
“Ray Charles: Genius Loves
Company” and The Brooklyn
Tabernacle Choir
2) What is the best book you
have read recently?
I read Augustine's Confessions
again for ENG 230 this semester and that is tied with Notes
from Underground that I am
reading again at present.
3) Who do you consider your
personal hero?

Both of my grandfathers Joe
and Russel — they were softspoken men who enjoyed a
good laugh, long conversations
with their friends, and a steadfast love for God.
My great-grandmother Francis
— she taught me to appreciate
frozen marshmallow cookies, to
raise lost baby birds in cottage
cheese containers, and to love
talking to God on porch swings.
4) What do you consider to be
your greatest accomplishment?
Actually, there are two. a)
Writing my dissertation in 9
months while teaching 3/4 time
and b) retaining the ability to
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Dr. Dayton is the chair of the
English Department. She is
also the busy mother of three
children, including twins.

interact with students in a serious intellectual manner while
suffering from the sleep deprivation that comes from having
newborn twins.
5) What activity would we
catch you doing on a Sunday
afternoon?
Helping my 7-year-old daughter Catie with a piano lesson or
homework, grading papers,
reading When Will it be
Spring?, Curious George goes
to the Chocolate Factory, or
Mouse Tales to my 4 1/2- yearold twins Sam and Grace.
6) What is your favorite class
to teach?
ENG 371: The Novel because
who wouldn't want to read
Dostoevsky and Pynchon
every year?
7) What is one thing you hope
to do in your lifetime?
Raise children who love the
Lord and others unselfishly
and who know God's call for
their lives.
8) What is your favorite thing
about being at Taylor?
“Location, location, location”
— just kidding...
The freedom to ask hard
questions about issues of faith
and the freedom to integrate
faith into serious academic
discussion these make the
location irrelevant.

Wearing red España T-shirts,
five Taylor students gathered
for breakfast last month to
mark the tragedy of March 11,
2004 when they witnessed the
immediate aftermath of the
infamous Madrid bombings.
Poring over mementos, pictures
and Spanish newspaper clippings, they vividly remembered
that day.
It was a beautiful, sunny and
warm Thursday morning
when bombs ripped through
the Atocha train station in
downtown Madrid, killing
191 people.
Lying asleep in their hostel a
half mile from the station, the
students were awoken by the
screeching and blaring of
sirens. They thought they were
just routine city sounds, so they
ignored them. As students in
the Irish Studies Program,
they excitedly prepared for a
day of sight-seeing.
As they left for the day and
walked through the main
squares, they sensed something
was amiss when they saw a
huge line of people that seemed
to stretch for miles. Upon hearing that it was for a blood donation, they just thought the
Spanish were extremely generous people, but they were still
confused by the sirens and the
crowds that filled the streets
during working hours.
It wasn't until they walked
past a government building and
spoke with two German tourists
that they heard the truth. As

they stood there, stunned by the
facts, they heard the wail of
sirens as a police motorcade
suddenly materialized, surrounded the building, whisked
politicians to safety and lowered the flag to half-mast.
It was the “9/11 of Europe,”
and the students were shocked
to be in the heart of it.
As they walked throughout
Madrid, they saw that the people didn't know how to react
and often just had an expression of wonder. Others, however, some of whom had suffered a grievous loss, wept
abundantly in the streets.
Roughly two to three million
Spanish flooded the streets that
night and the next in solid defiance against terrorism. Every
street was packed with crowds
singing patriotic songs and
chanting nationalistic slogans
like "no habra negocios con los
asesinos" (there will not be negotiations with the murderers).
The following night the students stood soaking wet in
the pouring rain and joined
the massive crowds in a candle-light vigil for the dead
and dying.
Looking back on those two
whirlwind days, three students
offered their reflections:
“I was amazed by the
response. They were ready to
give blood and so united in their
grief that it reminded me of how
Americans were after 9/11.
I learned that God is faithful.
There were so many situations
where He provided and [kept]
us safe on the subway when

9) Would you rather eat at a
restaurant or at home?
You are asking a mother of
three this question?? Give me a
restaurant where the pace is
slow and the conversation and
coffee are especially good —
and better yet, if there is NY
style cheesecake to finish off
the meal.
10) What is the best advice
you've ever been given?
Nothing in your life will ultimately matter but your walk
with
God
and
the
meaningful/unselfish relationships you have with others.

Photo provided by Kerry Porter

A Spanish government building displays mourning flags after the
bombing of March 11, 2004. Taylor students from the Irish Studies
Program were visiting Madrid on the day of the tragedy.

“I almost felt honored to be a part of
what was going on...
It was one of the
most impacting
things I have ever
experienced.”
Kerry Porter
several more bombs were discovered. When you are traveling, God reveals himself in the
most minor details, and when
you stop and look at it, you are
really amazed.”
Sarah Edwards - Junior
“We had contemplated taking
a train into Madrid that would
have traveled to Atocha station.
By God's grace, we chose to
take a bus instead, and it could
have been the difference
between life and death.
Besides September 11th, we
thought of such massacres
occurring only in distant, wartorn, third-world countries, but
well-to-do citizens of an industrialized country had their
ambitious lives taken away in
an instant, and we saw the grief
and turmoil first-hand. Here,
we saw that life itself is a vapor.
We saw how desperately
wicked mankind is in the suffering people inflict upon one
another, and we saw a frightened people taken by surprise
who now were able to identify
more with Americans who suffered loss on September 11th.”
Conor Angell - Junior
“It was truly an eye-opening
experience. Even though it was
a dangerous situation, I almost
felt honored to be a part of what
was going on. I really felt like
we…mourned with them and
were able to understand a bit
more what it was like for the
Americans in Times Square
during 9/11.
I feel like I understand a little more now what it's like to
go through such a large-scale
tragedy. Ever since then,
when bombings happen or
other situations such as the
tsunami occur, I feel like I am
able to grasp the devastation
and heartache a little more
after seeing and experiencing
it first hand…it was one of the
most impacting things I have
ever experienced.”
Kerry Porter - Junior
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“We lean to our own understanding, or we bank on service and do away with prayer, and consequently by
succeeding in the external we fail in the eternal, because in the eternal we succeed only by prevailing prayer.”
-Oswald Chambers-

Ask, and it shall be granted
BY JOE RINGENBERG
COLUMNIST

Harvard
= not
Taylor

T

he astute Echo reader may, upon reflection, notice that
while my articles
show up every week
in The Echo, my own presence
on campus has been rather
limited. This semester, it turns
out, I’ve been at Harvard
University partying studying.
What’s the deal, you might
ask. What’s he doing at
Harvard? Doesn’t he go to
Taylor? Isn’t Harvard not
Taylor? This brings up a good
point. Harvard is not Taylor. To
begin with, they spell and pronounce their names differently.
Other differences include the
fact that Harvard is in a real
state Massachusetts, while
Taylor is clearly not.
The differences, however, run
much deeper. For instance,
while Taylor has a sick black
dog that runs around campus,
Harvard has homeless panhandlers who also run around campus are always trying to sell
these newspapers that I think
you can get for free in the subway stations.
While the differences are
many, the ones that have struck
me the most are those in the
student body. First of all, there
are like, no Christians here. I
mean, there are some, but there
are a whole lot more Jewish
people, for example. This is a
stark contrast to Taylor, where
the only Jewish guy around
was crucified two thousand
years ago probably works in
the DC or something. Also,
there are lots of gay people and
people from different crazy
countries and stuff. Diversity at
Taylor pretty much means
MKs and Taco Bell also exists
kind of.
Despite being from pretty
wildly divergent backgrounds,
there seems to be some strange
common ground that the students here share. It was kind of
hard to put my finger on at
first, but I think I’ve figured it
out. It seems that, at some
point, just about every Harvard
student was probably made fun
of a lot. Don’t get me wrong,
they’re all pretty wealthy hip
and cool now, but you get the
distinct impression that at some
point in their childhood they
were the kids that the other kids
ripped on. Of course now being
different is “good” and being
the smart kid is “cool,” but
none of these people were
picked first when it was time to
choose teams for dodge ball.
One thing the two universities have in common, however,
is that I kind of go there crappy
mascots. You thought being
a contraceptive/ancient race
destroyed by Brad Pitt was
bad; Harvard’s mascot is the
color crimson. Which means,
essentially, “red.” While Taylor
wins by having a mascot that
isn’t the least creative mascot
of any college anywhere ever,
Harvard sports fans have
learned to deal with jeers like
“Your mascot is just a color”
and “We have scored more
than twice as many points as
you” with the pithy cheer,
“It’s all right, it’s okay, you’ll
all work for us someday,”
which rhymes.
Interesting or otherwise, I
realize that this column still
hasn’t answered the basic question of why The Echo is printing my opinion articles if I
don’t go there. I’m not sure
why. Politics, maybe? It’s
probably best not to ask.
Contrary to popular rumors,
Joe really does go to Harvard,
but he’ll be back in the fall.
He is majoring in English,
although he said it in a way
that made it sound like he
was making a joke about the
women’s dorm.

Opinions

Letter to the Editor

Pandemic
spreads

has ushered in sufferPrayer is the spark that will ignite revival in young generations AIDS
ing and death like this
rayer — 24 hours a day,
himself, his disciples and all in Christ? With that vision we world had never seen before. A

P

seven days a week. At the
International House of
Prayer (IHOP), located in
Kansas City, Mo., people have
been continually interceding
night and day for the past five
years. Over Christmas break
we learned about this organization and the challenge it has
issued to our generation to
become believers who practice
a lifestyle of fasting and prayer.
As a result of these challenges, we started meeting with
a couple women over J-term
and prayed about how to bring
these challenges to our campus.
We have been meeting since
then every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday at 7 a.m. in the
Prayer Chapel.
Becky Tirabassi then came to
Taylor and reaffirmed much of
what IHOP represents, a generation who is “set apart in purity, sold out in prayer, and sent
out with purpose.”
She challenged all of us to
spend an hour a day in prayer.
Why an hour a day? The
amount of time is not as significant as the decision to spend
consistent time in prayer.
Without a goal, it is easy to

BY MARY BETH MARLO
& ASHLEY ROBINSON
GUEST COLUMNISTS
accomplish nothing at all.
Since beginning our prayer
meeting we have seen our
hearts for this campus enlarged,
our awareness of the world
increased, and our love for our
Father deepened. We have also
experienced many answered
prayers through persistence in
prayer, even when 7 a.m. seems
to come way too early.
Jesus demonstrated the
importance of prayer through
his own life and through teaching his disciples how to pray. In
John 17 Jesus intercedes for

believers. Again in Matthew 6,
Jesus gives his disciples the
very words to bring before the
Father in prayer.
Why is prayer so important
for the Taylor community as a
whole? In John Stott’s book
What Christ Thinks of the
Church he discusses the letter
to the church at Sardis in
Revelation 3. Stott suggests
that the letter is directed both to
the church as a whole and
specifically to the small remnant of people who had kept
themselves worthy of Christ.
Elsewhere Scripture speaks
of God’s followers living among
wickedness. There was Noah
and his family who were spared
at the time of the flood, Lot
who was saved at the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Rahab at the fall of Jericho, and
those among the Israelites who
remained faithful to God in the
midst of a disbelieving nation.
Could it be that amid the
wickedness prevailing in our
culture, Taylor students might
be part of that remnant in our
generation, calling the church
to awaken and those who are
dead in themselves to be alive

are motivated to pray with the
words of John 13:14 echoing in
our minds, “And I will do
whatever you ask in my name
so that the Son may bring glory
to the Father.”
We want to see the Father glorified through the revival of
hearts on Taylor’s campus.
Prayer is the fuel that will
ignite this flame. So have confidence in approaching God,
knowing that if you ask anything according to His will, He
will hear you (1 John 5:14).
Come join other students in
prayer Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday at 7 a.m., Monday
through Friday 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
in the prayer chapel, and after
vespers in the Stuart Room
Sunday evenings.
“The greatest need of the
church today is more of the
presence and power of the
Spirit of God. O that Christians
were roused to greater earnestness and importunity in prayer!
I believe that the greatest
revival the church has ever
seen would result. God help
us, each one, to be faithful in
doing our share” (Dwight L.
Moody, 1899).

White smoke will make history
Intensive process of electing new pope carries significance for young Christians

BY JENNY DEGEYTER
COLUMNIST

T

he Pope died. Those
words went in one ear
and out the other. To be
honest, I didn’t care all that
much. At the time, I didn’t
even think about it. But now
that I look back, I see that I am
living in a time of a huge transition in history.
The electing of a pope is a
momentous task that affects
every continent in the world.
That is a bold statement, but
think about it. Catholicism
spreads across every country.
Pope John Paul II was the
fourth longest serving pontiff
ever, as he served for 26 and a
half years. Think about what
has affected the church since
his election in 1978: the ordination of women, homosexuality,
abortion and other issues. This
pope stayed as conservative as

before and this caused some
division in Catholics, especially in America.
This pope has received much
more media attention than any
other pope and that is why
his death marks a significant
change in the role of the papacy. The Generations X and Y
are bidding farewell to the only
pope they’ve ever known. That’s
us folks.
In the early Christian church
years, popes were usually chosen by the clergy and the people in Rome. Not so much anymore. The church was small
and the democratic process
worked but, disagreements
over the papacy led to factions
that divided the decisions.
Throughout many centuries,
the process of electing a pope
has been through some difficult
changes. In the early Middle
Ages, the College of Cardinals
was created and that is how the
new pope is elected still today.
The task of electing a pope
must begin within 15 days of
his death. The rules are strict:
no outside contact, no media,
no leaving, and the cardinals
take an oath to follow the rules
of secrecy. The voting is

intense with specific rules
about what to write and how to
place it in the chalice.
After a candidate has received
two-thirds, the ballots are
burned. They are burned with a
chemical that signifies the
result. If black smoke comes,
there has not been a new pope
elected; if it is white smoke,
then a new pope has been chosen and will emerge. A new
addition to the process as of
Pope John Paul II’s death is that
bells of St. Peter’s Basilica will
ring to signal the election of the
new pope.
Pope John Paul II just released
his will and these words struck
me as a challenge to the body
of believers. “The times in
which we live are unutterably
difficult and disturbed. The
path of the church has also
become difficult and tense, a
characteristic trial of these
times — both for the faithful
and for pastors.
In some countries the church
is undergoing a period of persecution in no way less than that
of early centuries. Indeed it surpasses them in its degree of
cruelty and hatred. “Sanguis
martyrum — semen christiano-

“The majority of us
are not Catholics,
but we can learn
from the tradition,
faith and love that
Catholics have
for God.”
rum” (Latin for “Blood of the
martyrs — seeds of Christians”).
And apart from this, many people die innocently even in the
country in which we are living. I find this intriguing for
us as Christians. The majority
of us are not Catholics, but we
can learn from the tradition,
faith and love that Catholics
have for God. The Catholic
Church has lasted for many
thousand years and this turning
point of a new pope is something that affects its strength
and passion.
This is significant because
we as this young generation of
Christians are experiencing
something historic. A new
pope of the Catholic Church
will be elected in the next
month and we will be making
history. Be looking for that
white smoke.

Singing throughout suffering
BY KRISTA ELY
GUEST COLUMNIST

L

ife has lots of pain. No
matter where you are on
the globe, our dreams can
be shaken. Love is lost. Illness
goes unhealed. Lifelong plans
are altered. A friend might pass
away. And in the midst of
tragedy, when truth itself no
longer seems to be true, our
first reaction is to question
what we should have known all
along: is God good?
The summer after my senior
year of high school, I took a
trip from my international
school in Tianjin, China, to the
People’s Republic of Mongolia.
It was there that I met
Narangereil. Her name means
sunlight. At 20 years old, this
young woman’s five-foot frame
and petite facial features have
been distended by the growth
of a gargantuan tumor.
The past 10 years have brought
this disfigurement from a mere
bump above her eye to a weight

the size of a small melon,
which consumes the right side
of her face. Its mottled, bloodfilled pattern is hideously disfiguring; the eye has become a
useless, blinking growth.
But Narangereil is beautiful.
Her neverending smile, her
faith, her persistent prayer, her
generosity (if you see me
around campus, you will see the
bracelet she made on my wrist)
— all, at first, seem inexplicable. It is hard for me to explain,
but her presence carries with it
a certain peace — not a Christian
jargon “peace” — but peace.
A Sunday school teacher in
her impoverished church, and a
source of encouragement to all
her friends, this young woman
has become a centerpiece of the
local Christian community.
The leader of our team was
taking this trip in an effort to
help Naranergeil — to preserve
her life and the impact she has
had on those around her. We
came with big dreams about
what God could do. Would the
doctors be able to operate? Would
a miraculous healing occur?
Through medical visits and the
prospect of treatment, we all
began to gain hope. When the
biopsy came back clear, we
were filled with rejoicing. Maybe
something could be done!

I remember walking back
from the river one night with
Narangereil by my side, holding a flashlight against the
immense darkness on either
side. The way was rather silent;
I spoke no Mongolian. She
spoke only a phrase or two of
English. But then she started to
hum a familiar tune in words I
could not understand. It was
one we had sung together as a
mixed congregation on Sunday
morning. When she switched to
English I was caught off guard,
but then I started to sing with
her. “God is so good, God is so
good, God is so good. He’s so
good to me.”
Over and over again, the song
was sung. English. Mongolian.
English. Mongolian …
A few days later, after I had
gone back to Tianjin, an e-mail
arrived which corrected the
result of the biopsy. Narangereil’s

“I spoke no
Mongolian. She
spoke only a phrase
or two of English.
But then she started
to hum a familiar
tune in words I could
not understand.”

tumor is cancerous. It is too
large for operation. Her days on
earth are numbered, one by
one. But reports come back
from the field every once in a
while, and Narangereil’s story,
really, has not changed. Her
faith has only grown. She still
believes that song.
I share this woman’s story
with you because of the way it
has changed my life. No matter
who we are, or where we are, or
which of our dreams have been
shaken, the question is: will we
sing Narangereil’s song?
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Taylor University, 236 W.
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46989-1001. On-campus
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or Taylor University.

continent is on the brink of losing an entire generation to the
disease, and the pandemic is
spreading quickly to other parts
of the world. It is an assault on
life, but far more importantly it
is an assault on the very character of God. The church in the
West, especially in the United
States, is doing little or nothing
about it. Ignorance has effectively prevented the West from
intervening, and the cost is millions of lives. Our generation must
now make up for lost time.
In Africa, AIDS attacks like a
silent and dark shadow. If
someone falls ill, they deny the
cause to prevent ostracism
from their family, church, and
village. They slip into an
excruciating yet inevitable
death as their bodies slowly
waste away. If the cause of
their illness is known, they will
die alone and despised.
Hospitals won’t admit them
because the doctors can do
nothing for them. At the funerals, which are so numerous that
many spend every Saturday
attending them, relatives whisper about the obvious cause of
death as they try and figure out
what to do with the children
they’ve left behind.
The dark shadow of AIDS
blankets sub-Saharan Africa,
and no end is in sight. The life
expectancy in Botswana has been
cut down to 27 due to AIDS.
We have left children to sort
through the wake of the tragedy.
Households are headed by
teenagers or younger children
who have no means of providing for their brothers and sisters. They are then vulnerable
to exploitation, often turning to
prostitution or theft to provide
for themselves and their siblings.
In South Africa an entire generation is on the brink of being
wiped out. Economies are
crumbling because the work
force is dead. During times of
war, infected soldiers rape
women and children. The
infection is then spread in
refugee camps, where sex is
often the only currency worth
enough to purchase food. It is
almost incomprehensible to
imagine the breadth, complexity, and depth of horror of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic in Africa.
There is much that we can
and must do. Educational programs that emphasize the message of abstinence and faithfulness within marriage led by
Christians in Uganda decreased
the infection rate by more than
20 percent. This is the only
program that has proved effective in the fight against AIDS.
Who else, other than the
church, can bring the message
of God’s purpose for sex and
marriage to stop the spread of
death? We must fight to save
the next generations in Africa.
In Southeast Asia and Eastern
Europe the infection rate is
near 5 percent but is expected
to outnumber the death toll in
Africa within a decade if preventative measures aren’t
taken. It is in our hands to prevent more widespread infection
before it claims even more of
the global population.
Our God demands care for the
suffering, the oppressed, the
orphaned and the widowed.
Check out Isaiah 58 and
Matthew 25:31-46. This is our
response to Christ’s work on
the cross. Will you let the conviction and compassion slowly
fade from your memory? We
must spread awareness, pray
fervently, give generously towards
relief, and honestly consider
going ourselves. Let us not be
like the man spoken of in Job
26, who “sent widows away
empty-handed and broke the
strength of the fatherless.” Sodom
and Gomorrah were not destroyed
because of their immorality.
Ezekial 16:49 says “Now this
was the sin of your sister
Sodom: She and her daughters
were arrogant, overfed and
unconcerned; they did not help
the poor and needy.” Let us not
be unconcerned. Let us take
action and walk in a manner
worthy of the calling we have
received as followers of Christ.
By Ashley Gale
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“I used to jog but the ice cubes kept falling out of my glass.”
-David Lee Roth-

Sin City’s visual virtuosity stops short of characters
BY ERIK KIELISCH
A&E COLUMNIST
I always wondered how evil
Sodom and Gomorrah really
were. Now I know.
From the stunning opening
scene to the masterful climax,
Sodom and Gomorrah have
been recreated as decadent but
fascinating Sin City, where the
sun never shines, where morality seems all but lost, and greed
and cruelty reign supreme.
After the credits rolled, I felt
like I needed to ask for God's
forgiveness for watching it
though. While I enjoyed most
of it, it was one of the most disturbing movies I have ever
seen. A few minutes before, I
sat cringing as I watched Bruce
Willis again castrate a child
rapist, but this time he used his
bare hands.
As the seats emptied, I sat
there, shaken, a little disgusted
but also impressed.
While Sin City's stunning cinematography and creativity is a
moviephile's dream come true,
it definitely isn't for everyone.
Watching Sin City is a lot like
playing rugby in the mud. It's
savage and brutal fun, but it
leaves you filthy and stained.
Taken nearly frame for frame
from Frank Miller's graphic
novels, Sin City immersed me
in a surreal world rife with psychotic killers, ex-cons, sadistic
freaks, lingerie-wearing, Uzitoting prostitutes and the rare,
honest cop.
Rather than adapt the comic
for the big screen, director
Robert Rodriguez adapted film
to the comic and hired Sin
City's creator, Frank Miller, as
co-director to ensure the
movie's accuracy.
Though Sin City religiously
follows the comic book style,
its violence is anything but
comical. Unlike the innocent
thrills of the Spiderman and XMen movies, Sin City's violence is so brutally sadistic that
it makes Kill Bill look like a
Disney movie.
The film relentlessly assaults
the senses with its wanton
nudity and gratuitous violence that often left me feel-

ing slightly sick and morally
pulverized. With few exceptions, the brutality had no
point. Often it existed solely
for its own sake. Sure, some of
the villains deserved to be
stabbed, shot or dismembered,
but there was no need for it to
be so graphic.
Often times the movie felt as
if it was nothing more than a
self-indulgent orgy of cruelty
and death that was designed to
shock all save the most jaded
of viewers. It should have
been rated NC-17, and it originally was until Rodriguez
toned it down for an R rating.
Though the black-and-white
filming slightly tempers the
horror of the violence, it did
not fully eradicate the nausea I
felt when I left the theater. The
film spares nothing and also
perverts religion by depicting
the Catholic Church as a cor-

rupt entity that cultivates and
protects evil, and by portraying
a Catholic cardinal as a demonic-influenced cannibal who
feasts on prostitutes' souls.
Despite its violence and perversion, the movie is strangely
addicting. The brilliant cinematography and rich characters sucked me in and didn't
fail to entertain.
Though the main characters
are brutal, they share a common nobility in that they each
savagely protect the women
they love—no matter the cost.
While the film sounds like it
was spawned in Hades, threequarters of it is rather enjoyable, and its cinematography
is stunning
I don't recommend this movie
to anyone, but if you see it, make
sure to eat beforehand because
you definitely won't have an
appetite by the film's end.

Photo courtesy rottentomatoes.com

Recent Hollywood blockbuster, Sin City, boasts an impressive 3director lineup including comic creator Frank Miller, Robert
Rodriguez (Desperado, Once Upon a Time in Mexico), and special
guest director Quentin Tarantino.

BY JARED BANE
GUEST COLUMNIST

There’s nothing good on
A reflection on relevance in entertainment’s black sheep relative

BY LIZ BOLTZ
A&E COLUMNIST
Some people take great pride
in their future plans to avoid
television. I hear people say,
"I'm not going to let my kids
watch TV," or, "Oh, no, I'm not
going to own a TV once I get
done with school." Other people always seemed impressed.
Then I speak up, and suddenly people are not quite as
impressed anymore.
You see, I am an advocate
of television.
Personal beliefs may lead
someone to turn from TV, and
that's fine. But because personal beliefs lead me to embrace
and accept it, I think it is time
somebody spoke up in defense
of it.
TV is the black sheep of the
entertainment industry, and
with the FCC trying to regulate
everything from broadcast stations to satellite radio, it's easy
to get the idea that there is
something horribly wrong and
immoral going on.
I wonder, though. Where else
are stories told over nine or ten
years with the same characters
and premise? Where else can
you quickly gather information
about pop culture? And what
else provides an automatic connection between two acquaintances? Just look at the passionate conversations everyone has
about American Idol and you'll
see that people care about what
they watch. And what they
watch connects them.
The main reason I support TV

A&E

is the nighttime drama. The
subjects of these shows are
often the most developed characters in any art form because
writers get to spend years
revealing them in one-hour-aweek increments. That is why I
defend TV. So many good stories.
When reality programming
began to gain popularity, drama
and comedy writers had to
work hard to create programs
that could compete. That means
we're finally getting some
variety. It's not just all doctors, lawyers and cops anymore. Now even they are getting storyline makeovers.
I usually watch between five
and six hours of TV a week.
My personal guidelines are
simple: don't study for a test
while watching TV and don't
start a show after midnight.
(That means no Conan, but it's
either Conan or concentration
in class, and concentration wins
out every time. Unless he's
interviewing somebody really
important, of course.)
If you're up for giving television a chance, there are several
worthwhile shows. These programs all offer something
unique and culturally relevant.
They are shows I can vouch
for–quality entertainment full
of good stories. Give one a try.
You might just find the experience rewarding.
Arrested
Development
(Sundays, 8:30 p.m., FOX) - A
lone sane son tries to take care
of his super rich dysfunctional
family while Dad hides from
the law.
Desperate Housewives
(Sundays, 9 p.m., ABC) - Don't
hate me for recommending this
show, because it is not nearly as
racy as the commercials say it
is. It is clever, moving, and full
of smart, strong female leads.
Boston Legal (Sundays, 10
p.m., ABC) - Today's best legal
drama stars James Spader and
William Shatner as two eccen-

tric lawyers. One loves himself
too much, and the other hates
himself too much. It makes for
good tension.
American Idol (Tuesdays, 8
p.m., FOX) - I never thought I'd
watch this show, but my roommate got me hooked. Simon's
funny, Carrie's awesome, and
even though my sister kind of
likes him, let's hope Constantine
gets kicked off soon.
House (Tuesdays, 9 p.m.,
FOX) - You have your choice
of funny medical shows at this
hour. My parents prefer this
one about a cynical doctor who
solves medical mysteries, and
they're right. It's smart.
Scrubs (Tuesdays, 9 p.m.,
NBC) - Zach Braff's voice-over
narration of his life at a hospital
full of oddball doctors is hilarious. Scrubs often breaks sitcom
rules by not wrapping everything up neatly.
Law and Order: Special
Victims Unit (Tuesdays, 10
p.m., NBC) - Detectives Olivia
Benson (Mariska Hargitay,
who won a Golden Globe for
the part) and Elliott Stabler
(Christopher Meloni, who has
an awesome crucifix tattoo on
his arm) investigate sex crimes
in New York. I was hesitant to
watch at first, but it turns out
that this is a touching, tasteful
show. The characters are so
real I feel like I would run into
them if I was in New York. This
is the best crime drama on TV,
and maybe one of the best
shows overall.
Lost (Wednesdays, 8 p.m.,
ABC) - There are lots of reasons to watch this one. It's got a
great cast, a cool premise, and a
whole lot of suspense. They say
an important character is going
to die by the end soon, so I'm
getting nervous. Plus, the show
has
a
hobbit
(Dominic
Monaghan), a cute pregnant girl
(Emilie di Ravin), and a guy most
people say looks just like Walt
Campbell (Terry O'Quinn). Now
that's compelling television.

Disciples of Frank Miller's
Sin City comic books will call
this a masterpiece. It is the
most faithful translation any
piece of art has ever made from
one medium to another. In this
age of Internet forums, where
rabid fanboy-ism spreads like
a pox, adapting sources
already beloved in other
media can be perilous–just
ask Peter Jackson.
The discussion, however, is
already polarizing. No one
denies the film's technical brilliance or its fidelity to source
material, just the value of the
cinematic fireworks. One practical question is, "Why didn't
this receive an NC-17 rating?"
I believe that, had it been fully
in color, it would have. To call
it gritty would be to describe
the Grand Canyon as deep.
Miller's vision is cynical, misanthropic, and deeply distrustful of human nature.

You can't trust the policeman,
the clergy, or the boy next door
(you sure can't trust the boy
next door), and escaping the
city is not escaping its evil–the
rural outskirts of Sin City are
as dangerous as its darkest
alleys. In fact, the only people
you can trust turn up in the
seediest places. A gang of prostitutes at least has an "honor
among thieves" principle
working, and Mickey Rourke's
outcast character sees himself as
a dispenser of divine vengeance.
Being careful not to overstate
the case, this movie is an
absolute marvel to look at. The
possibilities of the "green
screen" technology used here
have been realized to their
fullest extent. Movies as far
back as Forrest Gump have
used it to make limbs disappear, but the most beautiful
shots (if they can be properly
called such in an animated
film) are surprisingly the most
naturalistic–a blizzard, for
example, dazzles in a way that
simply filming a fake snowfall
never could.
The story is propulsive, and
though the three plotlines are
held together by loose associa-

tions, never meant to be
resolved in one final denouement, the ending satisfies from
a dramatic perspective. The
issue here is not that Sin City is
a poorly-made movie. Every
dollar shows. My hope is that
Sin City will inspire someone
to adapt a comic this stylistically impressive, this dramatically dexterous that is not also
misogynistic and hateful. Alan
Moore's The Watchmen would
be a good candidate.
Rodriguez and Miller are
standing on the shoulders of
giants–John
Ford's
The
Searchers, Martin Scorsese's
Taxi Driver, Francis Ford
Coppola's One From the Heart,
and Tarantino's own Pulp
Fiction all inspired the look,
feel, and thematic content of
Sin City. Those films looked
deeply, and unflinchingly, into
the abyss of man's capability to
do evil and returned with some
report that our sense of justice
is more than mere bloodlust.
Our desire to do good, misguided though it may sometimes be, accomplishes more
than a high body count. Sin
City sinks straight to the bottom, and doesn't come up.

Half-H
Handed Cloud

IFC presents Half-Handed Cloud and Liz Janes
in the Union on Monday, March 11 at 8 p.m.
Gilbert & Sullivan’s

The Gondoliers

presented by the Taylor University Opera Theatre
Two Venetian Gondoliers, who have just married, find that one of them
was married at birth and is now called upon to reign as the King of
Barataria. Which is the King of Barataria? Who is married to one
woman, and who is the unintentional bigamist? Will true love prevail?
Casilda, daughter of the Duke of Plaza-Toro, has just found out that she
was married in infancy to the future King of Barataria. She is, in point of
fact, in love with Luiz, her father's attendant. Who is Casilda's husband?
What will happen to Luiz? Will true love prevail?
Friday, April 8 & Saturday, April 9 at 8 p.m., doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets available from the music office and at performances for $5
General Admission
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If you can react the same way to winning and losing, that's a big accomplishment... quality is important because it
stays with you the rest of your life, and there's going to be a life after tennis that's a lot longer than your tennis life.
-Chris Evert Lloyd

Lady Trojans softball geared up
for conference play
BY MEGHANN OLSON
CONTRIBUTOR

A

fter a long winter and some early
non-conference play, the Taylor Lady
Trojans softball team is fired up to
face Mid Central Conference competition. After finishing third in the MCC last
season, the Lady Trojans softball team is ready
to defend their reputation as a team to be reckoned with.
Junior pitcher and co-captain Sarah Sarracino
expects a successful conference season.
"I think we are going to be really competitive, thanks to a starting line-up of returning
players. I think we will have a better season
this year," Sarracino said.
Third-year coach Stephanie Smith is at the
helm for the experienced Lady Trojans, who
are returning six starters.
Looking on the field, Sarracino will lead the
pitching staff, hoping her 13 wins and 3.44
ERA from last year will carry over into successful conference play this year.

At the plate, junior Emily Pensinger will provide a reliable bat. Last year she batted .431
with 39 RBIs.
Although Taylor will still face the likes of
difficult teams like Bethel, Marian College,
and newly added Spring Arbor, confidence is
high that they can pull off a successful season
in the MCC.
"Things change from year to year, and every
season it is up in the air for who will win the
conference. We feel really confident going into
this upcoming season," Sarracino said.
The women have been practicing and scrimmaging since September, in spite of late-night
practices, lack of space and scheduling conflicts in the field house. However, with the
opening of the Kesler Center, practices have
become much more efficient.
"We have more space to spread out, to work
on different things all at once. It's been really
nice to have," said Sarracino.

Lady Trojan MCC
Schedule

March
22nd vs. Ind. Wesleyan

1-3, 1-9

April
5th @
7th @
12th vs.
14th vs.
19th vs.
21st @
23rd @

5-3, 10-6
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
1:00

Grace
St. Francis
Spring Arbor
Bethel
Huntington
Marian
Goshen

May
4th&5th MCC tourney @ IWU TBD

Photo by Alisse Goldsmith

Freshman pitcher Brittany Beckham hopes to propel the Lady Trojans into a second consecutive
successful season in MCC play. Last year, Taylor finished third in the MCC.

Taylor sweeps St. Francis in first Women notch
first
conference
home games since the break
wins of season
against Grace

BY JUSTIN POTTS
CONTRIBUTOR

The Trojans returned home
on Tuesday with a pair of wins
over Mid-Central Conference
foe St. Francis.
In the first game, St. Francis
took a 1-0 lead in the first, but
Geoff Kerns answered with a
solo shot to tie it up in the bottom of the inning.
After another St. Francis
score, Jon Schwander knocked
in Burkhart to tie it up once
again.
The seesaw continued in the
third as St. Francis scored two,
but this time Taylor answered
with a five-spot in the bottom
of the inning.
In the fifth, Taylor put it out
of reach with a pair of two-run
home runs by Kerns and Trent
Mast.
Luke Baeslack pitched seven
strong innings, giving up seven
hits through the first four, but
holding the Cougars hitless
though the final three.
In the second game, Taylor
found itself trailing 4-0 in the
fourth, but responded with five
runs on six hits to take a onerun lead.
St. Francis scored three in the
fifth to take a 7-5 lead, but
Taylor bounced back again
with three runs in the bottom of
the inning and an insurance run

Sports

BY ANDERS HELQUIST
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Junior Luke Baeslack pitched six innings on Tuesday to pick up the win at home.

in the sixth to take the win.
Wiseman captured the win on
the mound, while Chris Nycz
earned the save.
Trailing 6-1 in the sixth
inning against Concordia in the
first game of spring break, the
Taylor baseball bats came
alive.
By the end of the inning the
deficit was cut to two. In the
seventh, junior Chuck Burkhart
ended the game in thrilling
fashion with a three-run walk-

off home run.
The Trojans carried the
momentum into the second
game with home runs by Tad
Litwiller, Burkhart and Matt
Wiseman in the first four
innings to give Taylor a 5-1
lead.
Wiseman also smothered a
late Concordia run in a relief
appearance to earn the save.
Mark Russell gave up just four
hits and two earned runs in 6
2/3 innings to pick up the win.

Photo by Matt Wissman

The bats fell silent five days
later, however, as Taylor was
shut out in back-to-back games
by Ohio Dominican. The
Trojans dropped the first game
8-0 and the second 4-0.
Taylor bounced back a day
later with a 6-3 win over Ohio
Northern, but was shut out 17-0
by Capital University.
Taylor travels to Bethel
College for a pair of games on
Saturday and returns home on
Monday to face IPFW at 3:00.

The Lady Trojans entered
Tuesday with a winless record
after eight games. They needed
a momentum booster to get
their season back on track. In a
crucial double header against
conference foe Grace, the Lady
Trojans accomplished the mission and swept the games 5-3
and 10-6.
Junior pitcher Sarah Sarracino
led the Lady Trojans in the first
game, allowing three runs on
eight hits to pick up the victory.
At the plate, junior Emily
Pensinger had three RBIs after
smacking a home run and a
double.
In the second game, the Lady
Trojans provided some pop at
the plate after trailing early.
Taylor scored five runs in the
second inning to take a 5-2 lead
and tacked on runs in the fourth
and fifth innings to ensure the
victory.
Freshman Amy Nelson had
three of the Lady Trojans' 14
hits. Once again, the power of
Pensinger was evident as she

produced in a big way with
four RBIs.
Although freshman pitcher
Brittany Beckham gave up six
runs, she only allowed five hits
in the victory.
The wins put the Lady
Trojans' overall record at 2-8
while improving their MCC
record to 2-2. Their next home
game is April 12 versus Spring
Arbor (2-2 MCC play).

By the
Numbers

1
9

Number of home
runs allowed by
Brittany Beckham in
four games, tied for
best in theMCC.
Rank in MCC batting
average for Emily
Pensinger. Entering
play April 5, she was
batting .368

